
 
 
 
 

New Mexico-Taste the Tradition  
Chef Ambassador Program Guidelines 

 
  



“Shedding light on New Mexico’s culinary talent  

and abundant agricultural offerings” 
 

The New Mexico—Taste the Tradition® Chef Ambassador Program was created by the New Mexico Department of 

Agriculture’s Marketing and Development Division (NMDA) out of a need and desire to create a larger voice for         

New Mexico agriculture and leave a lasting impact on consumers both in-state and nationally.   

“One of the messages to be touted is that New Mexico agriculture is largely an industry of families feeding other 

families. It is also economically important to our state. And the products that are grown and made by New Mexico 

farmers, ranchers, and other entrepreneurs may be found in markets and restaurants throughout the country and 

beyond,” says Jeff Witte, New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture.    

If you are a chef who supports New Mexico agriculture by serving New Mexico agricultural products regularly in your 

restaurant (or if you’re willing to commit to doing so) and are interested in helping NMDA promote the industry in an 

unbiased and positive manner through events and speaking engagements, then you may be chosen as a member of 

the next class of NEW MEXICO—Taste the Tradition® (NM-TTT) Chef Ambassadors.   

The main benefits of being an NM-TTT Chef Ambassador are exposure and recognition: 1) among peers; 2) across 

multiple media platforms; 3) and to thousands of consumers at both in-state and out-of-state events. 

Being an NM-TTT Chef Ambassador is a two-year commitment (aligning with NMDA’s fiscal year of July through June 

or with the application deadline). If selected, the expectations would be as follows: 

• Entering into an agreement and/or signing a commitment form supplied by NMDA 

• Participation in: 

o A half-day orientation  

o A half-day or whole-day educational workshop with producers, agencies, and/or other industry 

groups (if needed as prep for an event) 

o NMDA’s NM-TTT Logo Program (at no cost) 

o Most, if not all, signature NM-TTT events throughout the service term. Signature NM-TTT events 

may include, but are not limited to: 

▪ Daily promotions at the New Mexico State Fair in Albuquerque (September) 

▪ “HomeGrown” at the New Mexico Farm & Ranch Heritage Museum in Las Cruces 

(November) 

▪ Demos at various national/international tradeshows such as the National Restaurant 

Association show in Chicago (May) 

o Most, if not all, other miscellaneous events throughout the service term including, but not limited 

to: 

▪ “Ag Day” prior to an NMSU football game in Las Cruces (September/October)  

▪ “Ag Fest” during the first or second week of the state’s legislative session in Santa Fe 

(January)  

▪ NM wine/beer/spirits pairing events (locations TBD) 

▪ Various conferences/events hosted/co-hosted by NMDA 

• Assisting the NMDA marketing team in conducting educational seminars for up-and-coming and existing 

chefs 



• Being accessible for interviews (talking points will be provided) 

• A willingness to: 

o work in non-conventional settings with limited equipment (may include outdoors) 

o converse with agricultural producers, political leaders and other influencers, as well as consumers 

(including children) in an enthusiastic, positive, and unbiased manner 

o pose for photos or be part of various video productions and influencer campaigns 

o wear official chef coats provided by NMDA when representing the New Mexico agriculture 

industry in the capacity of an NM—TTT Chef Ambassador 

 

*All NM—TTT Chef Ambassadors will receive a stipend for compensation after each event as well as reimbursement 

for all travel expenses and any supplies required.    

 

Selection of NM—TTT Chef Ambassadors 
o All applicants must: 

o Currently be either a chef, sous chef, or pastry chef (ownership of the business is not 

required) 

o Live and work in New Mexico 

o Be willing to meet all expectations set forth in the previous section 

o Be willing to provide all required documents necessary for payment/reimbursement by 

NMDA/NMSU 

All applications will be reviewed by a selection committee assembled by NMDA and may be asked to do 

an in-person or Zoom interview. The New Mexico Secretary of Agriculture will also play a part in making 

the final selections. If not selected, applicants are encouraged to apply again in the future.  

If, at any point in the two-year term, an NM-TTT Chef Ambassador is not performing in the manner that 

is required by NMDA, they will be dismissed immediately.    

 

 


